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THE  TV/0  CULTURES  AND  THE  CIVIL  VJAR 


James  M,  McPherson 


Some  of  you  may  be  familiar  with  the  notable  public  lecture 
by  CP.  Snow  thirty  years  ago,  entitled  "The  Two  Cultures."  Snow 
was  a  scientist  at  Cambridge  University;  he  was  also  a  renowned 
writer  of  essays  and  a  novelist.      He  lived  in  two  worlds-- the 
world  of  science  and  the  world  of  literature — and  traveled  easily 
back  and  forth  between  them.    But  he  was  one  of  the  few  who  could 
coexist  in  these  sharply  contrasting  worlds,  which  he  described 
as  two  cultures  that  scarcely  spoke  the  same  language  and  had 
little  understanding  or  respect  for  each  other.    Snow  believed 
it  crucial  to  the  survival  of  Western  civilization  to  bridge  the 
chasm  between  these  two  cultures.    His,  lecture  and  the  discussion 
it  provoked  dominated  intellectual  discourse    for  a  time  in  the 
^960' s. 

C.  P.  Snow  probably  exaggerated  the  gulf  between  the  two 
cultures  he  defined.    Some  of  you  will  .widowbtcrdly  think  I  exag- 
gerate the  gap  between  the  two  cultures  of  which  I  speak  this 
evening.    This  gap  is  hardly  as  significant  in  the  larger  world 
.@ut  thcro  as  the  one  that  concerned  C.  P.  Snow.    But  for  us  it 
is  perhaps  of  more  personal  and  immediate  interest.    It  has  been 
much  on  my  mind  during  the  past  few  years.    Por  I  often  have 
the  feeling  of  living  in  two  worlds,  or  cultures:     one,  the  world 
of  professional  historians  who  teach  at  colleges  and  universities; 
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